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FACTS  ABOUT  ASHWOOD  PLANTATION 


Department  of  Agriculture 
Farm  Security  Administration 


OFFICIAL  NAME i 


LOCATION: 


HISTORY  OF  PROJECT i 


PURPOSE  OF  PROJECT: 


PROJECT  DESCRIPTION: 


HOUSE  DESCRIPTION: 


Ashwood  Plantation 

In  Lee  County,  northeast  South  Carolina,  14  miles  from 
Sumter,    Project  Headquarters:    Bishopville,  S.  C,, 
about  8  miles  from  the  project  area. 

Started  by  F.E.R.A.  in  1934,  Ashwood  Plantation  wa«> 
transferred  to  the  Resettlement  Administration  for  com- 
pletion.   Preliminary  approval  was  given,  December  23, 
1935;  final  approval,  July  9,  1936. 

Designed  to  rehabilitate  destitute  and  low-income  farm 
families  from  all  sections  of  South  Carolina,  the  project 
is  establishing  these  families  on  good  farming  land  in  a 
well-developed  community  with  adequate  educational,  social, 
health,  and  recreational  facilities. 

This  agricultural  community  project,  totaling  11,336 
acres,  has  individual  farms  ranging  in  sise  from  38  to 
60  acres  each.    Since  these  163  farms  are  located  on 
some  of  the  best  cotton  land  in  South  Carolina,  cotton 
is  the  chief  cash  crop.    Other  crops  include  onions, 
tomatoes,  asparagus,  corn,  oats,  and  legumes. 

Co-operative  enterprises  and  structures,  either  completed 
or  under  construction,  include  a  cotton  gin,  livestock 
corral  and  loading  chute,  hatchery  and  brooder,  sweet 
potato  curing  plant,  feed  and  grist  mill,  general  store, 
repair  shop  and  garage,  and  a  gas  station.    An  ice  factory 
and  Itiieat  cold  storage  plant  are  under  consideration. 

Comrihnity  facilities  planned  inolude  a  75-acre  community 
cent)er— school  buildings,  auditorium,  gymnasium,  social 
building,  shop  and  agricultural  building,  office,  and 
health  unit— and  an  80-acre  lake. 

There  are  153  houses  on  the  project.    Existing  houses  have 
been  remodeled,  and  79  4-room  and  64  5-room.  houses  have 
been  built.    In  addition,  9  5-room  houses  are  to  be  built* 
Each  homestead  has  a  barn,  poultry  house,  smokehouse,  and 
outside  privy.    Fencing,  landscaping,  and  drainage  improve- 
ments are  being  provided. 


HOLES  TEADERS: 


/feter  for  domestic  use  is  supplied  fron  individual  wells 
equipped  with  pumps  and  storage  tani:s.    Sewage  disoo-al 
is  taken  care  of  by  individual  septic  tanks.  Electricity 
is  furnished.    Necessary  roads  for  the  project  are  beirc 
constructed.  ~H 

A  study  of  family  and  social  data  is  pending. 


> 


